
Parent feedback from the HSC budget survey: 

Thank you to the 100+ families who took part in recent survey, which helped us to formulate 

spending priorities for 2018/19. 

As well as having a statistical review of your views on where money was spent last year, we were 

able to identify key themes, which we as the HSC Board, including Lisa MacFarland, discussed at 

length. 

The main themes, in order of priority from the survey results, were: 

• Health & Wellness 

• Programs for gifted children 

• Science & Technology  

• Music, Art and Theatre  

• Programs for struggling children, or those requiring additional support  

This feedback is not exhaustive, but it gives you a flavour of the discussions and decisions we will be 

proposing to the HSC membership over the next few months. And whilst lengthy, it ensures you 

understand the vital contribution the Home & School Club makes.  

Programs for gifted children: 

We will look to enhance the after-school club offerings to ensure it meets a broader spectrum of 

needs, both artistic and academic. We are still seeking a coordinator for our Wednesday 

enrichment programs.  

The school currently run a maths Olympiad. We will seek to increase the funding, so this can be 

expanded to science, and a spelling bee.  

Health & Wellness 

Over many years, we have successfully run the Girls on the Run program. In 2019, we will look to 

trial the equivalent boy’s version of the programme. This is dependant on volunteer coach support, 

and so we may partner with other schools in the district to harness volunteer support.  

 We have given the school council a small budget to manage play ground consumables and will look 

to have some of the black top games repainted clearly. 

We will use our recess time in a more structured way, funding companies to undertake structured 

exercise and wellness activities for the students twice a month. 

We also understand the issues we as parents are grappling with, and so will look to host educational 

events including internet safety and the “Love and logic” parenting program. These will be evening 

events, where we will supply childcare. We need support arranging some of these events. 

Science & Technology: 

We recognise the joy the maker space gives to so many children, and the alternative learning 

methods it exposes them to. We plan to fund the salary of the maker space resource, ensuring the 

program continues for another year. In addition, we have increased the money we will spend on 

materials and equipment the maker space can buy in 2018 /19. This will include an iPad and OSMOS. 

Whilst still in its infancy, we are considering ways to hold a maker space open event, so you can 

share the maker space experience with the students. 



To ensure our technology is current, we will continue to replace and upgrade. This will include 

purchasing more document readers for the classrooms, more iPad for TK – 1st Grade, and Chrome 

books for 2nd Grade and beyond. 

We will be funding 20 hours of stipend support in the garden each week, so the students can have 

structured outdoor time, that is linked to a syllabus. There will still be opportunity for volunteers to 

help in both the week and weekend. We are looking for paid and volunteer resources for the 

garden.  

Technology has become an increasing part of our educational structure, and home entertainment. 

We will be working with charities to cascade age appropriate content, ensuring our students are 

responsible and safe digital citizens. We will also seek to share this with you as part of our evening 

parenting seminars. We are looking for a volunteer to help coordinate this with the school.  

Music, Art and Theatre: 

We will continue to fund Art Vista teaching staff and materials for the next year. We will also seek 

volunteers to train at the September open house, so we can ensure all classes have access to this 

syllabus. 

We will work with the ELAC coordinator (English learners) to develop a cultural awareness event, 

where our diversity can be celebrated 

We will continue the Starting Art Program for 2018 and investigate the possibility of adding a smaller 

pre-production play for younger students. If we cannot gain the additional (and separate) play for 

younger children we will look at run an Wednesday afternoon theatre group for the younger grades.  

We will increase the funding made available for families who need financial support, so 

opportunities to participate in the theatre program are not limited. 

We have dramatically increased the funding for library, as the average age of the books are 13 years 

old. We will also provide funding for a library TV, and new modern furniture, so it an appealing 

learning area. 

Finally, we received feedback about the standard of field trips, and so are looking for a group of 

parents to work with teachers and develop curriculum appropriate activities. We are happy to 

increase budgets to facilitate increased transport and venue costs, but do need the support of 

parents to help with the organisation. 

Program for struggling children, or those requiring additional support. 

We were overwhelmed with the level of empathy for students, teachers and students who are either 

affected by behavioural issues, or their impact. 

We have set aside funding for equipment and materials to support the educational environment, the 

teachers are creating a wish list for us, but items include noise cancelling headphones, wiggle chairs, 

lap pads.  

The school already provides a homework club for grades 3,4 & 5, but it is close to capacity, and so 

we will fund additional resources to expand this program. We do need support locating accredited 

maths and English tutors who could attend these sessions. 

We will provide funding for the workbooks used in intervention support groups, such as “do the 

math”.  



Much of the support offered is tied in education legislation and processes, however, we will 

investigate the possibility of funding additional counselling support services  

Additional items we will continue to fund: 

We will allocate $50 per student to the class teacher. The final budget for this will be confirmed late 

August when registration is concluded. The budget is for the use of teachers to enhance the learning 

experience in the classroom. It may include equipment for projects, arts and crafts for seasonal 

projects, or books and stationary to help with classroom management. 

We will continue to fund the back to school stationary, rather than asking parents to donate. This 

ensures our teachers have the right products. In return, we ask for you continued support during 

events and with volunteering.  

Communication: 

The results from the recent survey monkey survey highlighted the favorite method of 

communication is email, especially for those who are not on Facebook, or have no desire to be on 

Facebook. Over the next few months, we will be trialling an online communication system, that also 

allows parents to sign up for volunteering, donate, and purchase products, such as tickets for events.  

Volunteering: 

We are fortunate to have an active community of fundraisers, but we need help with the 

organisation and logistics of spending and ensuring the HSC money is spent. If you have an interest 

in the following areas, we would love to hear from you: 

• Support with researching IT purchases; 

• Support to research and organise new field trips; 

• Afterschool enrichment coordinator; 

• Child health and wellbeing initiatives / event researcher;  

As always, if there is a project you think will benefit the school population we are happy to discuss 

funding options, and present to the HSC membership.  

May 2018. 

  


